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 embers and staff of the Southern Sustainable Agriculture  
 Working Group offer our gratitude and best wishes to 

individuals and organizations who have helped to create the Food 
Security Begins at Home handbook. 
 
The handbook and much of our current work in food security issues in 
the South would not have been possible without generous support from 
the USDA Community Food Projects Competitive Grants Program.  
Since its founding under the 1996 Farm Bill, this pioneering agency of 
the community food security movement has helped rural and urban 
areas across the U.S. to rebuild local food systems that provide greater 
access to nutritious food for Americans, especially the nation�s at-risk 
people.  Funding and guidance from the Community Food Projects 
Competitive Grants Program are enabling Southern SAWG staff to 
provide informational materials, training and technical assistance in 
food security issues to family farmers and other food system devotees 
in the 13 Southern states. 
 
Three people who are recognized leaders in the national food security 
initiative provided technical reviews and many constructive 
suggestions for the handbook.  They are Jeanette Abi-Nader and Kai 
Siedenburg of the Community Food Security Coalition at Venice, CA, 
and Mark Winne of the New Mexico Food and Agriculture Policy 
Council at Santa Fe.  We�re very grateful for their resourceful input. 
 
We also extend our appreciation to the many organizations and public 
agencies, community food collaborations and individuals whose work 
and experiences we discuss and reference in the handbook.  Their 
efforts, involving thousands of people dedicated to the principal that 
food is �a right and not a luxury� for all Americans, has inspired and 
motivated us.   
 
To all the above, we wish continued success in all your community food 
security endeavors! 
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